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TAX - NEW HAMPSHIRE
SegTEL, Inc. v. City of Nashua
Supreme Court of New Hampshire - June 9, 2017 - A.3d - 2017 WL 2511319

Telecommunications provider, which used poles and conduits on city’s right of way pursuant to pole
attachment agreements with utility providers, brought action against city seeking declaratory
judgment that city was not entitled to impose property taxes and seeking to strike city’s tax
assessment.

The Superior Court granted summary judgment to provider. City appealed.

The Supreme Court of New Hampshire held that city lacked authority to tax telecommunications
company for use of poles and conduits over rights of way owned by city, where company did not own
any poles or conduits within city, did not have its own license from city authorizing its occupation of
city’s rights of way, and used poles and conduits pursuant to pole attachment agreements with
utility providers that did not require company to pay property taxes assessed by city.
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