Bond Case Briefs

Municipal Finance Law Since 1971

PUBLIC PENSIONS - RHODE ISLAND

Quattrucci v. Lombardi

Supreme Court of Rhode Island - June 30, 2020 - A.3d - 2020 WL 3525539 - 2020 Employee
Benefits Cas. 241,137

Retired city employees brought action against city, alleging city was in violation of consent
judgments as to cost of living adjustments that were required to be paid under collective bargaining
agreement.

The Superior Court granted summary judgment to city. Employees appealed.

The Supreme Court held that to extent that city’s enactment of ordinance suspending retired
employees’ cost of living adjustments purported to nullify consent judgments, ordinance violated
constitutional separation of powers principle.

To extent that city’s enactment of ordinance suspending retired city employees’ cost of living
adjustments under collective bargaining agreement purported to nullify consent judgments entered
between city and retired city employees in dispute over such adjustments, ordinance violated
constitutional separation-of-powers principle; an attempt to skirt a judgment disrupted judicial
branch in performance of its duties.
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