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Tax Policy Changes & Opportunity Zones, an OZ Pitch Day
Panel: Podcast

What changes to tax policy are likely coming under the Biden administration? If enacted, how will

these changes impact the appeal of Opportunity Zone funds and the returns available to investors?
Several Opportunity Zone experts provided their insights on a live panel recorded on July 27, 2021
during OZ Pitch Day, titled “Tax Policy Changes & Opportunity Zones.”

Today’s podcast episode is the audio version of that panel. Moderated by OpportunityDb founder
Jimmy Atkinson, the panel featured Shay Hawkins of the Opportunity Funds Association, Kunal
Merchant of CalOZ, and John Sciarretti of Novogradac.

Episode Highlights

- A crash course in Opportunity Zone basics.

- The tax policy changes that are likely coming down the pipeline, on both the regulatory and
legislative sides.

- How the Opportunity Zone program is winning support in Congress, even among some of its one-
time critics.

- The likelihood of changes to the Opportunity Zone program, including transparency and reporting
requirements via the IMPACT Act.

- Why an increase in capital gains tax rates may do little to diminish the appeal of Opportunity Zone
incentives.

- The potential to give preferential treatment to Opportunity Zone investments in any new tax
legislation.

- The role that Opportunity Zones can play in the economic recovery from COVID-19.

- How the trend towards increased state and local incentives may be a boon to projects located in
Opportunity Zones.

- Why the rumored changes to 1031 exchanges may never materialize.

- What is likely to be included in a comprehensive Opportunity Zone expansion bill.

- The possible permutations of a reconciliation bill in the current Congress.

- Technical discussions of the tax advantages of different QOF structures.

Listen to audio.
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