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Disney to Lose Special Tax Status in Florida Amid ‘Don’t Say
Gay’ Clash.

Lawmakers in the state voted to revoke the company’s special designation after a dispute
with Gov. Ron DeSantis over a new education law.

Disney employs 38 lobbyists in Florida’s capital. Each election cycle, the company gives generous
campaign contributions to Florida candidates on both sides of the political aisle. Its theme park
megaresort near Orlando attracts around 50 million visitors a year, powering a Central Florida
tourism economy that annually generates more than $5 billion in local and state tax revenue.

The upshot: Disney usually gets whatever it wants in Florida.

That era ended on Thursday, when the Florida House voted to revoke Disney World’s designation as
a special tax district — a privilege that Disney has held for 55 years, effectively allowing the
company to self-govern its 25,000-acre theme park complex. The Florida Senate voted on
Wednesday to eliminate the special zone, which is called the Reedy Creek Improvement District.
Having cleared the way to this outcome with a formal proclamation, Gov. Ron DeSantis will almost
certainly make the measure official by adding his signature. It would take effect in June next year.

Continue reading.
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