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Massachusetts Enacts Important Energy Legislation: Day
Pitney

On August 11, Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker signed H. 5060, An Act Driving Clean Energy and
Offshore Wind (the Act), published as Chapter 179 of the Acts of 2022. The Act is a significant piece
of legislation aimed at moving Massachusetts toward its goal of net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions by 2050 through the promotion of offshore wind and solar power, battery storage, and the
electrification of the transportation and building sectors.

Offshore Wind

Much of the Act focuses on offshore wind, with several significant provisions aimed at advancing the
offshore wind industry and supporting the procurement of offshore wind energy. First, the Act
codifies the goal of procuring 5,600 megawatts (MW) of offshore wind generation no later than June
30, 2027. The Act allows for a solicitation of offshore wind generation to be coordinated and issued
jointly with other New England states. Individual solicitations under the Act must seek proposals for
at least 400 MW. The Act directs the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) to develop a
staggered procurement schedule so that procurements occur within at least two years of each other.

Second, the Act makes offshore wind development more attractive by removing the price cap
required for project developers submitting bids in response to solicitations for offshore wind
generation. The cap would have required that the price under each offshore wind power purchase
agreement be less than the price paid in the preceding procurement.

Continue reading.
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