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EPA RFC: Credit Assistance for Water Infrastructure
Projects.
SUMMARY:
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing an interim final rule to implement a new
program authorized under Subtitle C of the Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 2014
(WRRDA), which is referred to as the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014
(WIFIA). WIFIA authorizes EPA to provide secured (direct) loans and loan guarantees to eligible
water infrastructure projects. Projects will be evaluated and selected by the Administrator of the
EPA based on criteria set out in this rule using weightings established in a separate Notice of
Funding Availability (NOFA). Following project selection, individual credit agreements will be
developed through negotiations between the project sponsors and EPA. EPA is soliciting comments
on an interim final rule that establishes the guidelines for the new credit assistance program for
water and infrastructure projects and the process by which EPA will administer such credit
assistance. The interim final rule primarily restates and clarifies statutory language while
establishing approaches to specific procedural issues left to EPA’s discretion. This interim final rule
pertains to a matter involving a federal loan and loan guarantee program and is therefore exempt
from the rulemaking requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act. As such, EPA is issuing this
rule as interim final.

DATES:
Effective December 19, 2016. Comments must be received on or before February 17, 2017.

To learn more, and to comment, click here.
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