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Brock v. State ex rel. Wyoming Workforce Services,
Unemployment Insurance Division

Supreme Court of Wyoming - May 3, 2017 - P.3d - 2017 WL 1710610 - 2017 WY 47

Lien holders, who had a lien on property created by a certificate of purchase for delinquent taxes,
filed an action against the Department of Workforce Services and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
that sought to foreclose on their lien and a declaration that their lien was superior to all other
encumbrances against the property.

The IRS removed the case to federal district court. The United States District Court certified a
question to the state Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court of Wyoming held that lien held by lien holders, who had a lien on property
created by a certificate of purchase for delinquent taxes, was superior to lien held by the
Department of Workforce Services for unpaid contributions to the unemployment compensation
fund.

Lien holders obtained a certificate of purchase on the property by purchasing the property for the
delinquent taxes assessed against the property, after passage of the required time, “Holders of
certificates of purchase of real property sold for delinquent taxes” may apply for a tax deed, and
thus lien holders’ lien was a claim for taxes, which would give it priority over a claim for
contributions to the unemployment compensation fund pursuant to statute.
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