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Risk Expert Says There’s One Budgeting Question Every City
Must Now Ask.

Michael Berkowitz is no stranger to natural disaster, having responded to a West Nile Fever
outbreak, tropical storm and major flooding as a deputy commissioner at the Office of Emergency
Management in New York City. Today, as president of the Rockefeller Foundation’s 100 Resilient
Cities initiative, Berkowitz continues to help cities prepare for and respond to these types of
disasters. He has led 100 RC since its founding in 2013. With a network of 100 selected cities across
the globe, the program aims to better address the increasing “shocks” — sudden natural disasters
like hurricanes, earthquakes and floods — and “stresses” — slow-burning crises like homelessness
and water shortages — of the 21st century. 100 RC announced its final cohort of 37 cities last
summer, and more than 50 cities, including non-participating cities, have appointed “chief resilience
officers” in recent years.

I spoke with Berkowitz on Thursday, while he was in Athens, Greece, meeting with mayors, about a
smart recovery strategy post-hurricanes Harvey and Irma, how chief resilience officers can leverage
their small budgets to effect change, and projects he admires from New Orleans to Paris to
Rotterdam and beyond.

Continue reading.
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