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U.S. states continue to severely underfund their other postemployment benefit (OPEB) plans. S&P
Global Ratings’ latest survey found that for most states, annual plan contributions do not keep up
with growth in liabilities. Given the degree of underfunding, unfunded OPEB liabilities will likely
escalate absent meaningful reform.

However, most states have not recently pursued reform efforts. Because the size of these unfunded
liabilities varies greatly among states, progress toward reducing them is more pressing for some
than others. S&P Global Ratings believes it crucial for states to prudently manage plan fiscal health
ahead of a tipping point where rising OPEB costs lead to budgetary stress.

Despite contributions that generally fall short of growth in liabilities, S&P Global Ratings’ most
recent survey data also indicates that total net OPEB liabilities for states fell by 7.3% in fiscal 2018.
This drop occurred primarily due to an increase in the discount rate used to measure OPEB
liabilities rather than improved funding or OPEB reforms. Generally, state plans have applied a
discount rate based on a municipal bond rate due to a general lack of interest earning assets and
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) methodology.

Continue reading.
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