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“Everything Happened All At Once”: Can California Cities
Weather the COVID Recession?

IN SUMMARY

For local governments still sporting the budgetary scars of the last “once in a generation”
recession, this downturn is at once familiar — forcing elected leaders to cut, furlough and
delay — and entirely new. Never in state history has so much economic activity ground to a
halt so fast.

Ever since the end of the Great Recession, Rancho Cucamonga has been on a tear.

New retailers and restaurants have sprung up to serve the residents of its gated ‘burbs. The city’s
population has swelled with Angelenos in search of cheaper housing. And at last count, its
unemployment rate sat at just 4%. The city earned an upgraded credit rating earlier this year.

But now that shopping and dining have been deemed non-essential activities, the good times are
gone, said Rancho Mayor Dennis Michael.

Continue reading.
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