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Cities’ Next Coronavirus Dilemma: Cut Essential Services or
Take On More Debt

Shutdowns dry up local revenues, leaving leaders with no good options to keep cities
running

Cities across the U.S. are hemorrhaging money as the coronavirus pandemic shut down commerce,
entertainment and tourism activities that provide much of their revenue.

The shortfalls are hitting cities ranging from struggling towns to thriving metropolises. Nearly 90%
of cities expect revenue shortfalls, according to a survey by two advocacy groups, the National
League of Cities and the U.S. Conference of Mayors, which polled 2,463 cities and towns that are
home to 93 million people.

Cities have long funded core services by capitalizing on their role as gathering places, charging to
park in their downtowns, enter through their ports and eat in their restaurants. They are now having
to keep running without any clear sign of when those revenues will return to normal levels.

Continue reading.
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