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S&P Charter School Brief: New York
As of June 8, 2020, S&P Global Ratings maintains eight public ratings on New York charter schools.
New York adopted charter school legislation in 1998, with the first charter school opening in New
York City the following year. Per the state education department, as of April 2020, 315 charter
schools currently operate in the state, with an additional 36 scheduled to open in the 2020-2021 or
later school years. Charter schools in New York City comprise the vast majority (over 80%) of the
state total. New York charter schools served over 150,000 students in the 2019-2020 school year (up
from 1.7% in 2010); this equates to approximately 6% of the total kindergarten through 12th grade
(K-12) state public school enrollment; the state’s charter enrollment is second only to Los Angeles
Unified School District in a comparison by district. State charter per pupil funding levels are the
highest in the country, with comparatively generous provisions for the special education category.
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