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Public Infrastructure/Private Service Model For 21st
Century Broadband Proves Worthy.
The emerging model presents a scalable option for communities that lack the expertise or interest to
operate networks or act as ISPs themselves but want to own and control the core communications
assets in their communities as a means of securing the benefits of broadband internet. Here’s a look
at the model’s business case, technical elements and risks.

Broadband networks rank among the most important infrastructure assets of our time – for purposes
of economic development and competitiveness, innovation, workforce preparedness, health care,
education, and environmental sustainability. The criticality of broadband was illustrated when the
COVID-19 pandemic shut down the U.S. economy. Households with fast connections were able to
continue working and attending classes online. Unconnected households found themselves more cut
off than ever.

If there was ever any doubt about the centrality of broadband to the national interest, the
devastating pandemic erased this doubt. Yet the United States faces persistent gaps in broadband
availability and affordability – as well as a troublingly noncompetitive broadband ecosystem in which
most communities are served by only one or, at best, two high-speed broadband providers.

Continue reading.
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