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CIVIL ASSESSMENTS - MARYLAND
Angel Enterprises Limited Partnership v. Talbot County
Court of Appeals of Maryland - July 9, 2021 - A.3d - 2021 WL 2885857

Following administrative proceeding arising from imposition of civil penalty on landowners for their
violations of county code, county filed petition for judicial review of decision of county board of
appeals, which determined that daily accrual of fines was stayed during pendency of administrative
appeal.

The Circuit Court reversed in part. Landowners appealed. The Court of Special Appeals affirmed in
part and vacated in part. Landowners filed petition for writ of certiorari.

The Court of Appeals held that:

The jurisdiction conferred upon a local board of appeals by Express Powers Act does not include●

original jurisdiction or administrative adjudicatory review of civil fines or penalties or other civil
assessments, and
Civil assessments issued by county compliance officer were not “adjudicatory orders” over which●

county, a charter county, could confer jurisdiction upon its board of appeals pursuant to Express
Power Act.

The jurisdiction conferred upon a local board of appeals by Express Powers Act does not include
original jurisdiction or administrative adjudicatory review of civil fines or penalties or other civil
assessments.

Civil assessments issued by county compliance officer on landowners for violations of county code
associated with clearing of trees and building of driveway were not “adjudicatory orders” over which
county, a charter county, could confer jurisdiction upon its board of appeals pursuant to Express
Power Act; assessments did not command landowners to take a specific action but rather purported
to enforce abatement orders by imposing daily civil penalty until such time as landowners complied
with separately-issued orders.
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