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BALLOT INITIATIVES - OHIO
State ex rel. Schmitt v. Bridgeport
Supreme Court of Ohio - August 3, 2021 - N.E.3d - 2021 WL 3376105 - 2021-Ohio-2664

Initiative proponent sought a writ of mandamus to compel village clerk to certify to the elections
board the sufficiency and validity of an initiative petition, or to compel the elections board to place
the initiative on the November ballot.

The Supreme Court held that initiative proponent failed to comply with the requirement that he file
a signed initiative petition with the village clerk.

Initiative proponent failed to comply with the requirement that he file a signed initiative petition
with the village clerk, and thus he was not entitled to mandamus relief compelling village clerk to
certify to the elections board the sufficiency and validity of the initiative petition, or compelling the
elections board to place the initiative on the November ballot; proponent attempted to file the
petition with mayor and unpaid volunteer clerk in the mayor’s office, however statute required
proponent to file the initiative petition with the village clerk, whose duties had been consolidated
with the village treasurer into an appointed position called “fiscal officer,” and proponent never
attempted to file initiative petition with fiscal officer.
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