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Rating Muni Bonds on ESG and Impact.

Are all municipal bonds sustainable and impactful? Most investors would say yes.

However, just as all businesses are not profitable, not all muni bond issuers and issues are highly
sustainable. Some are leaders, some are laggards. Many achieve their mission, but enough lag to
distinguish the overall impact — teaching kids, improving patient health and citizen well-being.

If you got sick right now, would you care which hospital you go to? The best hospitals achieve better
patient outcomes, with fewer returns for the same condition, while managing with fewer violations.

Do parents seek out the best schools for your kids? Of course they do — some school districts
provide students with more teachers per student, higher allocations to the classroom and free school
lunches to serve lower-income students.

Across muni-bond sectors, there are more than 200 data-driven metrics and 5 million annual data
points to measure performance. VanEck and HIP Investor have partnered to track the overall impact
and sustainability of 122,000 entities that could benefit from muni bonds.

Continue reading.
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