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Which States Have Plans for Broadband Funds?
Billions of dollars available to state and local governments might be enough to bring
affordable broadband to all Americans. But some states have yet to produce plans for these
funds.

The first National Broadband Plan, published in 2010, put forward six goals for the decade ahead.
While progress has been made since then, by 2020 most of its long-term targets for affordable, high-
speed access had not been achieved. This includes creating the world’s fastest wireless networks. As
of 2021, the United States is not among the top 10 countries in the world for either mobile or
broadband Internet speed.

To change that, the federal government’s Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act includes $65 billion
for broadband. It’s a start. A Brookings analysis of the American Rescue Plan identifies more than
$388 billion for which projects to advance various aspects of digital equity are allowable uses.

The pandemic gave this work new urgency. Disadvantaged Americans who lack affordable, high-
speed Internet service suffered from poor access to everything from public health updates and
health care to education, social services, jobs, food and family.

Continue reading.

governing.com

December 10, 2021 • Carl Smith

Copyright © 2024 Bond Case Briefs | bondcasebriefs.com

https://bondcasebriefs.com
https://bondcasebriefs.com/2021/12/14/finance-and-accounting/which-states-have-plans-for-broadband-funds/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-american-rescue-plan-is-the-broadband-down-payment-the-country-needs/
https://www.governing.com/now/which-states-have-plans-for-broadband-funds

