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The Revival of Supplemental Environmental Projects and
How It May Impact Settlement Agreements Moving Forward
- Squire Patton Boggs
As the US Department of Justice (DOJ) begins to revive the use of Supplemental Environmental
Projects (SEPs), it is likely that they will appear again with increasing frequency in settlement
agreements moving forward. DOJ received comments through July 11, 2022 on its interim final rule
to revoke the Trump-era regulation that prohibited payments to non-governmental, third-party
organizations who are not parties to an enforcement action—the regulation that effectively
prohibited SEPs in settlement agreements. This post will provide an overview of SEPs, regulations
surrounding SEPs, comments received pertaining to the revival of SEPs, and the likely use of SEPs
moving forward.
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