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PUBLIC UTILITIES - PENNSYLVANIA
Adorers of the Blood of Christ United States Province v.
Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Co LLC
United States Court of Appeals, Third Circuit - November 8, 2022 - F.4th - 2022 WL
16754137

Religious organization opposed to the extraction, transportation, and use of fossil fuels brought
action for money damages, challenging the construction and operation of gas pipeline on property
owned by organization as violative of its rights under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA).

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania dismissed the action.
Organization appealed.

The Court of Appeals held that action was impermissible collateral attack on Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) order concerning certification of interstate gas pipeline.

Cause of action asserted by religious organization opposed to the extraction, transportation, and use
of fossil fuels seeking money damages under the RFRA for the construction and operation of gas
pipeline on property owned by organization was impermissible collateral attack on Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) order concerning the certification of interstate gas pipeline;
organization could have and should have raised its RFRA claim before FERC, it was inescapably
intertwined with pipeline’s route, construction, and operation, which was authorized after extensive,
public proceedings before FERC as required by the Natural Gas Act (NGA).
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