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E.P.A. Says ‘Forever Chemicals’ Must Be Removed From Tap
Water.
The rule applies to a family of chemicals known as PFAS that are linked to serious health
effects. Water utilities argue the cost is too great.

For the first time, the federal government is requiring municipal water systems to remove six
synthetic chemicals linked to cancer and other health problems that are present in the tap water of
hundreds of millions of Americans.

The extraordinary move from the Environmental Protection Agency mandates that water providers
reduce perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, known collectively as PFAS, to near-zero
levels. The compounds, found in everything from dental floss to firefighting foams to children’s toys,
are called “forever chemicals” because they never fully degrade and can accumulate in the body and
the environment.

The chemicals are so ubiquitous that they can be found in the blood of almost every person in the
United States. A 2023 government study of private wells and public water systems detected PFAS
chemicals in nearly half the tap water in the country.

Continue reading.
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