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How Cities Are Reinventing the Public-Private Partnership.
Cities tackle a vast array of responsibilities – from building transit networks to running schools – and
sometimes they can use a little help. That’s why local governments have long teamed up with
businesses in so-called public-private partnerships. Historically, these arrangements have helped
cities fund big infrastructure projects such as bridges and hospitals.

However, our analysis and research show an emerging trend with local governments engaged in
private-sector collaborations – what we have come to describe as “community-centered, public-
private partnerships,” or CP3s. Unlike traditional public-private partnerships, CP3s aren’t just about
financial investments; they leverage relationships and trust. And they’re about more than just
building infrastructure; they’re about building resilient and inclusive communities.

As the founding executive director of the Partnership for Inclusive Innovation, based out of the
Georgia Institute of Technology, I’m fascinated with CP3s. And while not all CP3s are successful,
when done right they offer local governments a powerful tool to navigate the complexities of modern
urban life.

Continue reading.
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