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S&P Sustainability Insights: Does Nature Matter To
Economic Development? A Look At U.S. Local Governments.
U.S. local governments manage the relationship between land use and economic development while
considering the quality of life of residents through actions such as investments in green spaces and
park areas. They typically evaluate the affordability of investing in nature, which has intangible
economic value over the longer term, against more pressing needs such as housing and employment.
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