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Kansas City Proposes $600M Royals Stadium and
Entertainment District.
A city’s ballpark audacity: what Kansas City’s latest ordinance says about ambition, risk,
and the politics of sports finance

The city of Kansas City has proposed a $600 million plan to build a new downtown stadium for the
Royals baseball team, with the goal of transforming the area around Washington Square Park and
Crown Center into a thriving baseball district. The ordinance would set the ground rules for the
stadium, offices, and infrastructure, committing the city to issuing bonds and seeking substantial
state funding. The plan is seen as a bet on density, with the belief that a premier league anchor can
spur economic growth and regional development.

Why it matters
This project is about more than just a new ballpark – it’s a test of Kansas City’s ability to balance
spectacle with practical, on-the-ground economic life. The plan promises public engagement, but
there are concerns about whether the financial structure truly aligns with long-term community
benefits or if it substitutes private romance for public prudence. The success of the project will
depend on how well it integrates with existing neighborhoods, supports local businesses, and
preserves affordable options for downtown residents.

The details
The ordinance envisions a 30-year lease and a suite of incentives, including Tax Increment Financing
and a sales-tax exemption for construction materials. The plan also requires state involvement under
the new Show-Me Sports Act, reflecting a broader trend of states viewing stadiums as regional
economic development engines. The emphasis is on creating a ‘Downtown Baseball District’ with
parks, parking, and pedestrian access, rather than just a standalone ballpark.

Continue reading.
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